World Geography Class Expectations

Ms. Hoffman,   H 117
Welcome to O’Connor!  We will explore a world of information and have fun as we travel around the world in 180 days. We will need to follow certain guidelines in order to aid skill development, increase learning, be academically ready for the EOC US History (11th grade), and develop skills needed for social studies classes. The final decision on placement in regular, Pre-AP and AP World History is largely based on grade and behavior. 
Class Structure:  Class time will be structured around multiple learning activities.  These activities will vary, including projects, case studies, DBQs, reading, and discussion.  Each student is required to take notes on class material. Class notes and daily material should be kept in a student notebook.

Grades:  You will have 2 types of grades:

Daily, homework and quiz grades will count as 50% of your grade.


Test and project grades will count as 50% of your grade.
During any grading period, you will have more daily grades than test grades.  (Grades are based on a 100-point scale). 
**KEEP EVERYTHING!  You are responsible for proof of work done**

Quizzes:  Quizzes are considered double daily grades and will be given regularly to review and encourage mastery of daily content material. 

Homework:  Includes preparation for quizzes and tests, reading assignments, daily work completion, and projects.  Most work will be done in class, and therefore there is no excuse for late or missing assignments.  Any work taken home by students should be something they have begun in class and simply need to finish by the next class day or assigned project/essay due date.
Late work will be accepted the day after the original due date; however, the highest grade possible is a 70.   A further ten (10) points will be subtracted from your grade each day late.  “Late grades” are better than zeros. I drop the lowest daily grade at the end of the six weeks prior to verification of grades for report cards. However, all other grades, including any zeros, will remain.  Please check parent connection to note dates of homework, upcoming quizzes and tests, and of course, grades.
You will only have 3 maximum days to turn in late work.  After that point, assignments will not be accepted.

Assessment Format: Test formats will vary.  This strategy is necessary since many of us excel using different methods.  Examples:  multiple choice, true/false, vocabulary fill in the blank, matching, projects, maps, charts, creative assignments, group grades, and essays.  Special assessments will be assigned throughout the year to encourage students to meet and surpass learning standards for the course.

Retests:  Retests are only permitted one time per six weeks for up to a grade of 70.  The format of retests will vary between short answer, fill in the blank, and/or essay.

Progress Reports: Reports will be given out at the beginning of the 4th week of the grading period.  I will hold the student accountable for informing parents/guardians of any/all progress reports.
Attendance:  I will notify parents/guardians if I feel there is an attendance problem. The school attendance computer will “call home” for each absence and the administration will send out attendance notifications to parents during each semester.

Make-up Work: If absent you must make up all assignments and tests within three (3) days of returning to class. It is your responsibility to retrieve missed work from the Make-Up Work Binder.  All tests and quizzes must be made up with me before or after school.  If you know that you will be out for personal or school business, please attempt to complete the assignments before or during the absence. An unexcused absence will result in a maximum daily, quiz or test grade of 70%.

Books and Materials: Each day you need to be prepared for class.  This means having writing material, a pen, a pencil, your geography notebook and map pencils.  

Tardies:  The school tardy policy will be followed.

Respect:  This course is planned to include an enormous amount of material and skill practice.  To accomplish this in less than 9 months, we must respect each other’s opinions, contributions, and learning styles.  I expect all students to follow and use appropriate classroom behavior so that everyone has an opportunity to learn in an educationally enriched environment.  “N” and “U” in conduct are given for the following cases:

· Inappropriate behavior deserves one warning.
· Absolutely no sleeping in class.

· During instruction and class assignments, do not work on other courses or outside reading.
I also expect you to do your own work.  Regardless of whether the assignment is homework, quizzes or tests, there is an individual learning goal to be accomplished. Cheating and/or talking during tests/quizzes will not be tolerated and will result in a zero grade.

Cell Phone Policy:  Students will have the opportunity to use their cell phones for instructional purposes only with websites like kahoot.it.  For the first six weeks there will be absolutely no phone use.  Students must earn the privilege for technology in the classroom.  If a student is finished with their work, they should have a book to read or another assignment to work on, not their cell phone.  If I find a phone out while we are not using them in the class, I will take it down to the front office where a parent may pick it up before/after school.  I reserve the right to revoke all technology privileges from students and/or class periods throughout the year.
Restroom:  O’Connor High School is the only high school campus that has 7 minute passing periods to accommodate the fact that we are such a large, sprawling campus. Students will have more than enough time to move from class to class in addition to stopping to go to the restroom and/or getting a drink of water. The expectation is that students will not leave the classroom except in an absolute emergency.  Passes will not be given out during tests/quizzes.
I have read the above class description and guidelines.

___________________________________________    _____________

Student signature





Date

___________________________________________    _____________

Parent signature





Date

Please place this sheet in your binder once I have checked it in.
Supplies

A binder



A box of tissues will be kindly accepted
Paper 

Pen 

Pencil

Ruler

Map colors

Telephone: 397-4800 ext. 3133





Conference: 1:27-2:15pm





E-mail:  chelsea.hoffman@nisd.net











